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NOMINATION OF J. ERNEST WILKINS TO BE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF LABOR 





THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1954 


United States SENATE, 
ComMITTEE ON LABOR AND Pusiic WELFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room P-63 
of the Capitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith, Ives, Griswold, Purtell, Goldwater, 
Cooper, Murray, Hill, Neely, Douglas, Lehman, and Kennedy. 

Also present: Roy E. James, staff director of the committee. 

The CuarrmMan. The meeting will please come to order. 

The committee has for consideration this morning the nomination 
of J. Ernest Wilkins, nominated to be Assistant Secretary of Labor. 
We will include in the record at this point a short biographical sketch 
of Mr. Wilkins, which I understand has been prepared by the staff. 

(The sketch is as follows:) 


J. Ernest Wilkins was born in Farmington, Mo., on February 1, 1894, the son 
of the Reverend Henry B. and Susie O. (Douthit) Wilkins. Both parents are 
deceased. 

He attended primary school in Farmington and took preparatory work at 
Lincoln Institute (now Lincoln College), Missouri. In 1918 he graduated with 
special honors from the University of Illinois, where he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa, national honorary scholastic society, and was awarded a special scholar- 
ship in mathematics. 

The First World War interrupted Mr. Wilkins’ education and he entered the 
Army in August 1918. He became a supply sergeant with the 809th Infantry 
and after serving in France was discharged in August 1919. 

Picking up his education where he left off, Mr. Wilkins studied law at the 
University of Chicago, from which he was graduated in 1921. He was admitted 
the same year to the Illinois bar and has practiced general law in the State of 
Illinois since that time. Besides the Illinois bar, he is a member of the Cook 
County Bar Association, serving as president in 1941 and 1942, the National 
Bar Association, and the American Judicature Society. 

Mr. Wilkins received a doctor of laws degree from Lincoln University in 1941. 

He was nominated and elected to the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity while at the 
University of Illinois and served as grand keeper of records and exchequer from 
1922 until 194/, and as grand polemarch between 1947 and 1950. After graduat- 
ing from the University he was elected to Sigma Pi Phi, an honorary fraternity of 
adult achievement. 

Although his father was a Baptist minister, Mr. Wilkins has been a lifelong 
member of the Methodist Church. From 1942 until 1948 he was Lexington con- 
ference lay leader in the church and member of the General Commission on World 
Service and Finance, serving on its executive committee from 1944 to 1948. In 
1948 Mr. Wilkins was elected a member of the judicial council (“supreme court’’) 
of the Methodist Church, and in 1953 was elected as the council secretary. 

Active in civic affairs, Mr. Wilkins was a member (1942-52) and is treasurer 
(since 1952) of the board of trustees of Provident Hospital in Chicago. He is 
also a member of the board of directors of the Hyde Park-Kenwood Community 
Conference. 
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Mr. Wilkins is a member of the Lilini Club of Chicago, the Alumni Association 
of the University of Chicago, and the City Club of Chicago. He is a Mason and 
a member of the Knights of Pythias. ; 3 

A Republican, Mr. Wilkins was in 1950 a candidate for judge of the Circuit 
Court of Cook County, Ill. The Chicago Bar Association said at that time that 
he was “well qualified for the office.” pi ; 7 

In August 1953 President Eisenhower appointed Mr. Wilkins vice chairman of 
the President’s Committee on Government Contracts. 

In 1922 Mr. Wilkins married Lucile B. Robinson. They have three children: 
J. Ernest, Jr., a physicist with Nuclear Development Associates, White Plains, 
N. Y.; John Robinson, a United States Department of Justice attorney in Wash- 
ington, D. C.; and Julian Byrd, a law partner of his father in Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins reside at 1059 Hyde Park Boulevard, Chicago, Ill., and 
Mr. Wilkins maintains a law office at 180 West Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

The Cuarrman. The Chair recognizes Senator Neely. 

Senator Negevy. Mr. Chairman, | suggest the absence of a quorum 
and ask that the roll be called. 

The Cuarrman. The staff director will call the roll. 

Mr. James. Mr. Ives, Mr. Griswold, Mr. Purtell, Mr. Gold- 
water— 

Senator GoLpwater. Present. 

Mr. James. Mr. Cooper, Mr. Upton, Mr. Murray— 

Senator Murray. Here. 

Mr. James. Mr. Hill, Mr. Neely 

Senator Nere.y. Here. 

Mr. James. Mr. Douglas, Mr. Lehman, Mr. Kennedy-——— 

Senator Kennepy. Here. 

Mr. James. Mr. Smith 

The Cuarrman. Here. 

There is a sufficient number of the committee present to open this 
hearing and I will be happy to recognize our distinguished colleague 
from Illinois, Mr. Dirksen, and I understand Mr. Dirksen will intro- 
duce the witness to us. 


STATEMENT OF HON EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN A UNITED 
STATES SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 





Senator Dirksen. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
it is a distinct pleasure and with a great deal of pride that I present 
this morning for the consideration of the committee the name of 
J. Ernest Wilkins for high office in the Department of Labor. He 
was born in Farmington, Mo., and is the son of a Baptist minister, 
but he showed rare foresight, I think, by coming to Illinois at a very 
early age. He graduated from the University of Illinois, as I recall, 
in 1918, with honors. That is best manifested by the fact he was 
selected for Phi Beta Kappa. He then entered the United States 
Army during World War | and served as a supply sergeant in France, 
and when he came back he went to the University of Chicago Law 
School and graduated in law in 1921. He was admitted to the bar 
in the city of Chicago, and has been practicing there ever since that 
time. 

He has been interested in a great many civic things and I think he 
served as a member of the board of trustees and secretary of the 
board of Provident Hospital, and he has enlisted himself in community 
activities there. He was the president of the Cook County Bar 
Association in 1941 and 1952 and he is, I think, the proud father of 
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3 very distinguished sons, 1 of whom is a nuclear physicist up in New 
York, 1 of whom is a lawyer presently employed by the Department 
of Justice in Washington, and the third son is also a lawyer, who is 
associated with Mr. Wilkins in the practice of law in Chicago. 

I fancy there are a good many other things that I could say about 
the nominee, but at my suggestion quite some time ago he was 
appointed by the President to the Committee on Government Con- 
tracts and did a very superb piece of work. Iam happy to observe 
this morning that he is graduating from one post in the Federal 
Government to a post of even greater responsibility. 

And so, Mr. Chairman, with great pride, I present him for this 
high post in the Department of Labor because I think he will give 
a great account of himself and he will reflect great credit upon himself 
and his family and upon the State of Illinois and those who took the 
initiative in presenting him and his talent for Federal service. May 
I, at this time, present his very charming wife, Mrs. Wilkins, who is 
here this morning. 

The Cuarrman. We are very glad to welcome Mrs, Wilkins here 
this morning for this hearing. We are very grateful to you, Senator 
Dirksen, for your kind words. 

Senator Doveias. May I add my words to those of my colleague? 
I do not know Mr. Wilkins very well, but he bears a most excellent 
reputation in the city of Chicago, and he is a man of ability and 
integrity. He is active in community affairs, and I think he is a 
most excellent appointment. I know he will carry it out satisfac- 
torily, and I hope that I may later have the pleasure of moving the 
appr oval of his nomination. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Wilkins, we welcome you here before our com- 
mittee and, in accordance with our usual custom, we ask the nominees 
to state in their own way their own conception of the office to which 
they are nominated and their own conception of their qualifications 
for that office. 

If you will proceed in your own way, we will be very glad to hear 
you and the committee will ask any questions they may see fit to 
ask later. 


STATEMENT OF J. ERNEST WILKINS, NOMINATED TO BE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF LABOR 


Mr. Wixxins. The Senator from Illinois has told you something 
about my background. I think that I shall just say briefly to add 
to what he said that I was born in Farmington, Mo., approximately 
60 years ago, and I was born the son of a Baptist minister and a very 
fine mother, both of whom are now deceased. I attended the grade 
school in Farmington, Mo., and from there I went to Lincoln Insti- 
tute, now known as Lincoln University, in Jefferson City, Mo., where 
I did my preparatory work. After I had finished my preparatory 
work there in 1913, I worked for approximately a year and a half 
and entered the University of Illinois in the fall of 1914, where my 
major was mathematics. 

I graduated from the University of Illinois in 1918 with special 
honors in mathematics, and I pride myself as being one of the 5 under- 
graduates in the class of 969 who wrote undergraduate theses. Mine 
was entitled, ‘“Special Domains of Rationality.”’ 
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When I graduated from the university in 1918, I entered Werld 
War I and I was in France in Se ptember of 1918. After the signing 
of the armistice in France, I taught school in France until July of 
1919, when I was returned to the United States and was honorably 
disc harged from the Army. 

In the fall of 1919 I entered the University of Chicago Law School 
and I graduated in December of 1921 and I was admitted to the bar 
of Illinois in December of 1921. 

I have practiced law continuously in Illinois since 1921 and I have 
been admitted to practice in all of the courts of our Nation including 
the United States Supreme Court. 

I was active in our bar association, there having been elected as 
president in 1941 and 1952 and I am a member of the Illinois State 
Bar Association, the National Bar Association, and the American 
Judicature Society. While I was a student at the University of 
Illinois, I was elected membership in Phi Beta Kappa. I was also 
awarded a graduate scholarship to do research work in mathematics 
at the University of Illinois. At both the University of Illinois and 
the University of Chicago Law School, I was self-supporting. 

When I had finished law school, I engaged in all of the activities 
that a good American citizen should engage in, and I participated 
actively in the church with which I was identified and other civic 
organizations in the community. For a number of years I was a 
member of the general commission on world service and finance of the 
Methodist Church and from 1944 to 1948 I was a member of the 
executive committee of that commission. In 1948 at the general 
conference of the Methodist Church in Boston, Mass., I was elected 
by the general conference a member of the judicial ‘counc il of the 
Methodist Church. That is commonly referred to as our “supreme 
court.” 

In 1953, in June, I was elected secretary of the council, to succeed 
the late Dr. Ketchan, who had died suddenly. I still serve in that 
capacity and will until 1956, when my term expires. 

As Senator Dirksen has said, I have been a member of the board of 
trustees of Provident Hospital since 1942 and for the past 2 years I 
have served as the treasurer of that board. In 1950 I was an unsuc- 
cessful candidate on the Republican ticket for circuit judge of Cook 
County, Ill, at a special election, at which time the Chicago Bar 
Association of which I was not then a member said I was well qualified 
for the position. 

In 1922, I, as other good citizens, married—and you have just met 
Mrs. Wilkins this morning. To this union three sons were born, of 
which you will forgive me but we are particularly proud. One son, 
the oldest, went to the Unive rsity of Chicago at the age of 13, and the 
sacond boy entered the University of Wisconsin at 15, and the third 
boy went to the University of Wisconsin at 14. I claim no credit for 
that; if there was any credit, the fine mother of these children is 
entirely responsible. 

Senator Dovetas. May I interrupt for a moment? Mathema- 
ticians and physicists at the university have told me that your son is 
probably one of the greatest mathematici ‘ians already at an early age 
in the country, and while the term “genius” is a much abused word, 
he may be one of that very rare group. He is undoubtedly, or was at 
the age of 17, one of the ablest mathematicians in the country. 





NOM:iNATION OF J. ERNEST WILKINS 5 


Mr. Wrvxins. I think it is his most remarkable experience when he 
addressed the American Mathematical Society when he was 18 and 
he had a great time with it. I claim no credit for that. 

I come to this position, as I say, with an open mind, and I cannot 
claim to have all of the experience in labor-management or labor 
affairs but I believe I have had the experience requisite to find out 
what ought to be done and have the good judgment to do what is the 
right and proper thing for our American citizen. 

I have no ties of any kind that would prohibit me from accepting 
this position. I own no corporate stock. Our practice, my firm in 
Chicago, has been in general practice, that is to say we have engaged 
largely in the business of real estate and probate law, and we have 
handled chancery matters and certain personal injury matters, but 
there is nothing in connection with our work that would prevent me 
from accepting this position. It is my intention, of course, to turn 
the work over to my youngest son, who is doing the best he can, and 
he is on his own. 

I think I have said as much as I should say, and I would be glad, if 
I can, to answer any questions you may have to propound to me. 

The CHarrMan. There is one question, Mr. Wilkins, that I would 
like to ask you. I understood from Secretary Mitchell that you 
would probably have the responsibility for the labor situation through- 
out the world, in that area where we have labor attachés in our different 
embassies and so on. Have you had occasion to study world condi- 
tions at all, or would that be a new field for you? 

Mr. Wixx1ns. It will be a comparatively new field, Senator Smith. 

The Cuarrman. You are not afraid of tackling a new field, then, 
even though it is a pretty difficult one right now? 

Mr. Wiixins. I have not hesitated to tackle anything that was 
difficult. I think, as I have said, that every American citizen ought 
to be willing to sacrifice his time for what he can do for his country 
and if I can be of service to our country, in this field, I shall certainly 
devote all of my time and energies to that project. 

The CuHarrMan. Senator Goldwater, have you any questions? 

Senator Gotpwater. I have no questions. 

The CHarrMaNn. Senator Murray. 

Senator Murray. You are familiar with the activities of the 
International Labor Conference? 

Mr. Wiixins. I would not want to say that I am thoroughly 
familiar with it, Senator Murray. I have read on it and I know 
something about its activities, but I would not want to pose as an 
expert. 

Senator Murray. You approve of that organization, and you think 
it is accomplishing something in the world? 

Mr. Wixxins. | think it is; yes, sir. 

Senator Murray. I have listened with a great deal of interest to the 
statements, Mr. Chairman, and I am satisfied with the qualifications 
of Mr. Wilkins and I think he would make an excellent appointment. 

The CuarrMan. Thank you, Senator Murray. 

Senator Cooper. 

Senator Coorrr. I have read the biography and I would like to say 
that I am happy to have a chance to vote on the nomination of 
Mr. Wilkins. 

The CuHarrMAN. Senator Hill. 
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Senator Hriu. I have no questions. 

Senator Nee.y. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions but I venture 
to say that it affords me a great deal of pleasure to vote for this 
preeminently qualified nominee, whose heartwarming candor is in 
marked contrast to that of another appointee whose nomination this 
committee recently considered. 

The CuarrmMan. Senator Lehman. 

Senator LeHMan. I have no questions, and I know only very good 
things about Mr. Wilkins. 

The CuartrMan. Senator Douglas. 

Senator Doveuas. I have no questions. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Kennedy. 

Senator Kennepy. I have no questions. 

The CuarrMan. I am advised that Mr. J. Edgar Brown, who is an 
old friend of many of us, would like to say a word. 

Mr. Brown, will you say a word on this candidate? 


STATEMENT OF J. EDGAR BROWN, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL 
NEGRO COUNCIL 


Mr. Brown. Mr. Chairman and members of this committee; I take, 
with Senator Dirksen, equal pride, and also with Senator Douglas, 
in expressing on behalf of the National Negro Council, of which I am 
the director, that there is no citizen that I know, and I know a few 
of them, and a number of them in the city here yesterday whom the 
President addressed, that are not highly elated and gratified with the 
President’s appointment of Mr. Wilkins. 

When I was a candidate for Congress in Chicago, I posed the 
question to the President of his feeling as to whether race or color 
would have anything to do with a member of the Cabinet if he were 
qualified, and if he were elected President. At that time, a great 
many people thought it was a rather far-reaching statement, but it 
seems that the President in that matter as in many others has not 
only taken it seriously, but he has done something about it in the 
appointment of a man with the qualifications of Mr. Wilkins. 

I happen to be honored to belong to the same fraternity that he has 
not only been the exchequer and grand polemarch, but he has also 
been awarded the laurel wreath which is the highest honor of this 
Greek letter fraternity, which is one of the oldest among the frater- 
nities in this country. 

I do not believe that the Government, the President, and this ad- 
ministration could do anything that would do as much to help our 
country at this time as this recognition of Mr. Wilkins as an Assistant 
Secretary of Labor. When you posed the question as to his interest 
in international affairs, I think that anyone who has served as he has 
in World War I and taught in France and a student as he is, that he 
will be an expert in that and as he is in these domestic matters. 

I just wanted to get into the record that we are happy that the 
President of the United States has kept another promise that he has 
done something for the country over and above partisanism and 
recognized a qualified person which ought to go out to the whole 
world as one of the best things in our whole foreign policy that race 
and color has nothing to do with recognition in this country under 
President Eisenhower. It is just a matter of character and qualifica- 
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tions and we are happy and thrilled to speak on behalf of many 
people who are not hereto testify, who are overjoyed at this appoint- 
ment. 

The CuarrMan. Thank you, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Wilkins, as a member of the Foreign Relations Committee, I 
am particularly interested in this whole foreign situation, and I feel 
the great significance of our labor attachés throughout the world. 1, 
also, am deeply interested in the point that Mr. Brown made about 
racial distinction and discrimination, and, therefore, I, again, welcome 
you to this work which I know you are going to carry on with great 
distinction. I think the whole committee will join me in wishing you 
well, as you undertake this work, and we thank you for appearing 
here. 

I see that Senator Purtell has just come in. We have been ques- 
tioning Mr. Wilkins on his qualifications, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Labor. 

Senator Purre.u. I would like to say that I am very happy to 
know that you are going to be our Assistant Secretary of Labor, and 
I know you are going to be an addition to the Department that is 
going to be most helpful to the people of this country. I welcome 
you and I hope that I will have the opportunity of working with 
you in doing what I know will be a great job on your part. 

Mr. Witxkens. Thank you. 

Senator Dirksen. I need only add that in the Negro race they have 
produced many men and women who have accomplished a great 
deal, men of superb talent and high accomplishments, and I know 
of none who possesses a finer mind and who is a finer citizen than our 
esteemed friend from Chicago, Mr. Wilkens. 

The Chairman. Thank you, Senator Dirksen, and thank you for 
your assistance this morning. 

If there are no further questions or no further witnesses, I will 
ask for a vote of the committee on the nomination of Mr. Wilkins 
for Assistant Secretary of Labor. 

Senator Ives. I move. 

Senator PurTEeuu. Seconded. 

The CuarrMan. If the committee does not desire a poll vote, all in 
favor will signify by saying “‘aye,” opposed “‘no”’ 

Mr. Wilkins’ nomination will be reported. 

(Whereupon, the committee adjourned at 10:30 a. m.) 
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